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Introduction

Our Vision for the Early Years
Ontario’s children and families are well supported  
by a system of responsive, high-quality, accessible, 
and increasingly integrated early years programs  
and services that contribute to healthy child 
development today and a stronger future tomorrow.

Ontario is emerging as a leader in the delivery of early years programs and  
services. With the province-wide introduction of full-day kindergarten, Ontario  
is at the forefront of a global transformation in early learning. Efforts to modernize  
child care and to create Best Start Child and Family Centres are also transforming 

  







http://www.td.com/document/PDF/economics/special/di1112_EarlyChildhoodEducation.pdf


6 È  Ontario Early Years Pol icy Framework

The government also took initial steps to move forward on Dr. Pascal’s 
recommendation to integrate child and family services and develop Best Start 
Child and Family Centres. Over 2010–11, the government consulted with a wide 
variety of individuals, communities, and stakeholder groups to seek input on a 
framework for Best Start Child and Family Centres. As well, an action research 
program was implemented to learn how to implement the Best Start Child and 
Family Centres concept in select Ontario communities. An innovations fund 
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Our Commitment to Quality 
Quality is a central component of the Ontario Early Years Policy 
Framework and programming will be guided by the principles of the 
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The Role of School Boards 
With full-day kindergarten soon to be available in all of Ontario’s 
publicly funded schools by September 2014, school boards are 
increasingly becoming active agents of early years program planning  
and delivery. With the introduction of the government’s Schools-First 
Child Care Capital Retrofit Policy in 2012, school boards are playing  
an even greater role in integrating and coordinating early years programs 
and providing an environment where services can be co-located for the 
convenience of parents and families.

As important community hubs, schools play a key role in identifying local 
needs and priorities. This is especially the case in French-language school 
boards that have a unique mandate under the Politique d’aménagement 
linguistique. In francophone communities across the province, early 
years programs are instrumental for the acquisition of culture and 
language. For many years, French-language school boards have offered 
full-day programs for four- and five-year-olds and led the development 
of programs designed from a community perspective to reach children 
at the earliest stages in life. With creative partnerships underway, many 
early years programs in francophone communities promote a schools-first 
approach and provide an excellent example of what program integration 
can look like. An increase in student enrolment and consistent improve-
ment in student success bear witness to the importance of a coordinated 
approach to the early years.  

Moving forward, school boards, working with other early years  
partners, will continue to play an important role in shaping local early 
years services and advancing the vision of the Ontario Early Years Policy 
Framework.  
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Community organizations also offer unique perspectives, as they 
understand the specific needs of the unique populations they serve. For 
example, our Aboriginal, First Nation, Métis, and Inuit partners are best 
positioned to understand the unique landscape and needs of Aboriginal 
early years settings. 

As we move forward, early years partners must continue to come together 
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With Ontario leading the way, the Council of Ministers 
of Education endorses play-based learning 
The Council of Ministers of Education believes that purposeful, play-
based early learning sets the stage for future learning, health, and well-
being. In the Council of Ministers of Education Statement on Play-Based 
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