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!  Families: conception to 3 years as the family 
context explains so much about life long 
development 

 
 
!  Schools and families, 3 years+ 

Change in Academic Achievement from 11 years 
old to school leaving 
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Felitti et al. (1998) Edwards et al. (2003)   Dong et al. (2004).  

Focus on Families 

 

501 families with a 
newborn, and older 
siblings, followed up  
4 times: newborn to 
school entry  
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Cumulative risk 
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Social Understanding 
at 18 months 

Joint  
Attention Empathy Cooperation 

Self- 
Recognition 

Maternal Responsivity 
18 months 

Sensitivity Mutuality Challenge 

Wade, Moore, Astington, Jenkins, 2012 

Effects of cumulative risk on 18 month old social 
understanding: Operates through responsivity  
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!  Social disadvantage makes it harder for 
parents to build the good relationships with 
their children that influence children’s ability 
to learn at school entry. 
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One third of an sd 
difference between 
the intervention 
and control 
groups. 62% of 
control group will 
show lower 
sensitivity than an 
average person in 
the intervention 
group 
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Video feedback No video 
feedback 

Sens itivity alone Sensitivity plus 
support 

<5 sessions 5-15  sessions >16 sessions 

Bakermans-Kranenburg et al., 
Psychological Bulletin, 2003 




